
 
 

Sweetheart Dinner 

$25 for Couple, $15 for Single 
February 12  

6 pm 
  

The Youth Group at St. Mark’s is hosting a fundraiser on 
Sunday, February 12 at 6:00 pm. There will be fun and food! 

The menu includes Chicken Parmesan, Roasted Garlic 
Cheesy Bread, Caesar Salad, & More! The drinks will include 

Sparkling Pear Punch and Orange Creamsicle Shirley 
Temples. The money that is raised will go towards helping the 

youth attend a mission trip in Omaha this summer and the 
National Youth Gathering in Houston next summer.  

  
We will be selling tickets on Wednesday nights during dinner 
and before and after church on Sundays. We hope to see you 

there! 
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from	the	Pastor…	
	

I	am	not	sure	if	I	have	ever	told	you	since	we	have	been	here	at	St.	
Mark’s,	how	happy	we	are	to	be	here!	Yes,	it	has	been	a	bit	of	a	
whirlwind,	since	I	started	when	school	began	and	RENEW	started	
back	up	with	a	new	name,	then	there	was	the	preparation	for	my	
ordination,	then	the	installation,	then	preparing	for	Advent	and	
Christmas.	Whew!	It	has	been	hectic,	and	fun	and	scary	and	exciting	
all	at	once.	I	want	to	thank	you	for	“taking	a	chance”	on	hiring	a	
brand-new	pastor,	with	no	experience	beyond	what	I	got	on	my	
Internship	year	in	West	Virginia.	I	remember	telling	the	Call	
Committee	that	while	I	learned	a	lot	at	Seminary,	I	had	not	learned	
exactly	how	to	be	the	pastor	of	St.	Mark’s	in	Valley,	Nebraska.	I	told	
them	that	the	whole	congregation	would	have	a	part	of	training	me	
to	be	the	pastor!	So,	thank	you	for	taking	that	chance	on	a	fairly	
unknown	quantity.	Me!	I	am	still	learning	many	new	things	about	
who	people	are,	how	they	are	connected	to	each	other-friendship	
and	family	wise.	There	is	still	a	lot	to	learn	and	I	am	afraid	I	may	be	
missing	subtle	cues	about	communication	here	that	are	not	yet	in	my	
repertoire.	To	that	end,	I	want	to	sand	down	some	rough	edges	that	I	
perceive	regarding	communication	here,	because	I	want	to	do	the	
very	best	job	that	I	can—and	I	am	so	concerned	that	anyone	might	
‘fall	through	the	cracks’	in	our	communications	or	sometimes	our	
lack	of	them,	or	my	missing	of	signals.	Please,	hang	on	and	stay	with	
me	for	this!	
	

As	members	of	our	church	here	at	St.	Mark’s,	we	are	all	
interconnected.	We	are	all	part	of	Christ’s	family	that	has	been	called	
to	serve	here.	That	interconnectedness	is	important	and	I	enjoy	it	
and	rely	on	that.	But…you	knew	there	was	a	‘but’,	right?	But,	it	may	
be	that	we	are	all	so	interconnected,	and	during	the	interim	process	
you	became	used	to	rolling	up	your	sleeves	and	jumping	in	to	help	
that,	now,	you	may	have	forgotten	when	things	happen,	that	you	



need	to	call	the	pastor!	Or	let	her	in	on	changes	to	schedules	or	other	
things.	
	

I	am	talking	about	habits	of	communication	that	you’ve	become	used	
to	that	we	may	need	to	become	aware	of	and	may	need	to	change.	I	
would	like	to	‘officially	request’	that	when	you	or	a	family	member	
go	to	the	hospital	for	an	illness	or	an	operation,	that	you	call	the	
pastor,	(me!)	to	let	me	know.	If	you	cannot	get	hold	of	me	for	some	
reason,	please	call	the	church,	and	leave	the	information	with	Jan.	If	
no	one	is	at	church,	and	you	can’t	reach	me,	and	it	is	a	true	
emergency,	you	may	call	Karen	King,	or	the	President	of	the	
Congregation,	Harlan	Dreesen.	If	I	am	gone,	there	will	be	another	
pastor	on	stand-by.	
	

It	is	imperative	for	me,	that	I	speak	to	you,	or	a	family	member	as	
soon	as	possible,	if	you	require	some	type	of	pastoral	care.	In	this	
way,	we	can	discuss	what	is	needed,	whether	it	be	prayers,	or	a	visit,	
or	being	on	the	Prayer	Tower.	You	can	talk	to	me,	confidentially,	
about	any	needs,	fears	or	concerns	you	have	and	I,	in	turn,	am	able	
ask	questions	I	may	need	the	answers	to.	This	communication	is	so	
very	important	to	me.	It	allows	me	to	know	what	is	going	on,	where	
you	are,	what	is	needed,	and	when.	We	can	discuss	possible	options,	
if	that	is	appropriate.	Of	course,	in	an	emergency,	that	is	not	
necessary.	In	that	case,	I	will	get	to	you	as	soon	as	is	possible,	if	I	am	
able	and	in	the	area.	
	

What	is	frustrating	for	me	is	when	I	get	this	information	2nd	or	3rd	
hand,	and	possibly	days	later.	In	that	case,	I	can’t	ask	questions,	
confidentiality	isn’t	respected,	and	I	am	not	able	to	do	my	job	
effectively.	I	may	even	be	“on	the	hook”	for	knowing	about	someone,	
but	doing	nothing,	because	perhaps	the	one	who	told	me	may	not	
have	communicated	the	proper	amount	of	urgency	or	anxiety	that	
was	hoped	for.	Can	you	understand	the	problem	I	might	have	here,	
with	a	close	community,	who	is	used	to	disseminating	this	type	of	
information	to	each	other?	I	am	still	unaware	of	many	connections	
you	have	to	each	other.	You	may	know	what	each	other	would	need	
or	expect,	but	I	am	still	learning.	
	

So,	though	this	letter	probably	sounds	rather	scolding,	I	am	sorry	for	
that.	I	am	not	angry	in	the	least,	but	want	to	be	clear	about	what	I	
need	to	do	my	job	well.	This	is	directed	at	no	one	person,	but	is	my	
way	of	speaking	my	needs	and	preferences	going	forward.	We	often,	



because	we	are	people,	run	into	communication	problems.	Small	
problems	can	become	large	if	they	are	not	nipped	in	the	bud.	
Consider	this	my	attempt	to	nip!	J	
	

I	would	like	to	request	that	if	you	need	to	speak	to	me	about	
anything	that	is	of	an	urgent	nature,	or	you	need	to	get	me	a	message	
that	I	will	need	to	act	on	immediately,	please…Do	NOT	send	me	an	
email!	Emails	are	not	as	urgent	or	direct	as	a	phone	call.	Even	if	you	
only	leave	me	a	message	on	the	phone,	there	is	a	much	higher	
probability	that	I	will	get	it	sooner.	Some	days	I	may	only	see	my	
email	once,	but	I	almost	always	have	my	phone	with	me.	Email	is	
good	for	updating,	asking	questions	or	sharing	information	but	just	
not	for	urgent	things.	Nor	is	Facebook!	I	won’t	be	checking	often	
enough	for	that,	and	also	there	are	so	many	media,	I	need	to	limit	
them	or	emergencies. 	

	

The	second	preference	for	urgency	would	be	a	text,	rather	than	an	
email.	Does	that	make	sense?	Also,	though	we	will	have	a	presence	
on	Facebook,	and	now	also	have	our	website	up,	those	are	not	places	
to	let	me	know	that	someone	has	gone	to	the	hospital	or	needs	care.	I	
am	actually	just	afraid	of	missing	a	message,	or	someone	falling	
through	the	cracks	and	I	am	trying	not	to	let	that	happen.	 	

	

I	will	always	do	my	best	to	be	there	with	you	when	you	need	me.	
Please	know	that.	This,	is	an	important	part	of	my	job,	I	feel.	I	am	
worried	that	some	of	our	communications	may	unwittingly	work	
against	my	being	able	to	do	that.	So,	I	am	trying	to	directly	
communicate	to	you	my	needs	and	preferences	when	it	comes	to	
this. 	

	

Please,	do	not	say,	“Oh,	Pastor,	you	are	too	busy,	I	didn’t	want	to	
bother	you.”	I	am	busy,	but	I	am	not	too	busy	for	these	things!	
Secondly,	I	will	be	much	more	bothered	if	I	don’t	hear	directly	from	
you	or	from	a	family	member,	about	what	is	happening	with	you. 	

	

As	I	re-read	this,	I	fear	you	will	think	I	am	angry,	I	am	not.	I	simply	
want	there	to	be	a	time	and	space	where	you	hear	me	clearly	ask	for	
these	concessions	and	changes	to	the	way	things	are	communicated	
so	that	I	will	understand	how	I	may	help	and	be	there	for	this	flock.	I	
appreciate	your	time	in	listening	to	my	requests	and	the	reasons	for	
them.	 	

	

Please	know	how	happy	Bob	and	I	are	to	be	here	among	you!	We	
truly	are	blessed	beyond	words	by	the	church	family	here.	Again,	



thank	you	for	your	patience	with	the	brand-new	pastor.	You	have	all	
been	so	kind	and	accepting	and	we	thank	you	from	the	bottom	of	our	
hearts.	Speaking	of	hearts,	Happy	Valentine’s	Day!!!		 	

	

In	Christ’s	service, 	
Pastor	Barbara 	

I	thank	my	God	upon	every	remembrance	of	you~ 	
Phil.1:3 	

	
from	the	PMA…	

 

Communication	
There’s	a	game	that	has	been	played	at	parties	for	years.	It’s	

called	“telephone”	or	something	similar.	The	object	of	the	game	is	to	
tell	a	phrase	or	story	to	one	person	and	they,	in	turn,	tell	the	next	
until	all	players	have	had	a	chance	to	hear	the	phrase	and	repeat	it.	
It’s	amazing	how	the	information	gets	distorted	from	the	beginning	
to	the	end!	We	simply	aren’t	very	good	at	being	accurate	when	we	
share	information,	even	when	we	try.	Bits	and	pieces	are	often	
dropped	altogether.		

As	unfortunate	as	this	is,	there’s	even	a	worse-case	scenario.	
That’s	when	information	is	not	shared	at	all.	We	have	so	many	
amazing	ministries	here	at	St.	Mark’s,	but	sometimes	we	aren’t	so	
amazing	at	sharing	the	“what,	why	and	when”	of	what	we	do.	Those	
responsible	for	scheduling	space,	cleaning,	heating	and	cooling,	set-
up	and	fielding	inquiries	are	left	in	the	dark.	That’s	not	good.		

Even	though	parents	trust	their	children,	they	still	want	to	
know	what	they	are	up	to	and	where	they	are.	They	are	responsible	
when	contacted	about	their	children’s	activities.	In	many	ways,	
Pastor	Barbara	functions	as	our	parent.	When	contacted	by	members	
of	the	congregation	or	the	community,	she	needs	the	information	to	
answer	the	questions	and	concerns	brought	to	her.	As	our	shepherd,	
she	can	only	guide	us	if	she	knows	what	direction	we	are	headed.	

To	help	keep	everyone	informed,	there’s	once	again	a	large	
calendar	on	the	conference	room	wall.	Please	post	committee	
meetings,	ministry	events,	special	occasions	and	such	so	we	can	all	
refer	to	it.	Don’t	forget	that	items	that	require	deposits	and	reserving	
the	building	need	to	be	scheduled	through	Jan	in	the	office.	Worship	
changes	need	to	be	channeled	through	Pastor	Barbara	so	that	
Sunday	mornings	can	run	smoothly.	
 



Keep	up	the	good	work	and	keep	sharing	your	ministry	with	
others.	

Karen	
 

 
 
                 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

LENT 
 

Lent starts with Ash Wednesday on March 1st. 
Watch the bulletins for more information. 

 
Our	Lenten	Experience	starts	on	Wednesday,.	March	1	with	
the	Ash	Wednesday	service	at	7	p.m.		The	scheduled	for	the	five	
Wednesdays	following	Ash	Wednesday	is	as	follows:	
	 	 Lenten	Supper													5:30-6:30	p.m.	
																												Holy	Motion																	6:00	p.m.	
	 	 Group	Activity	 	6:35-6:55	p.m.	
	 	 Worship	 														7:00	p.m.	
																												Choir																														7:45	p.m.	
	
	

 
This is a synopsis of the Council meeting held on 

January 17th, 2016. 
 

-	A	letter	from	a	parishioner	regarding	the	Worship	
Enhancement	was	read	and	discussed.	

-	Teri	Dreessen	gave	the	Council	a	demonstration	on	the	new	
website.		Check	it	out	at	www.stmarksvalleyne.com.		You	can	find	out	
the	Wednesday	night	menus,	read	the	newsletters,	
check	out	the	calendar	and	sermons	are	posted	on	the	website.	
There	are	many	more	things	for	you	to	explore.	Please	contact	Teri	
Dreessen	by	email	(not	phone)	if	you	have	changes	or	updates	to	
the	website.	



-	Officers	were	elected	for	2017:		Harlan	Dreessen,	President;	Nate	
Wittgren,	Vice	President.		Jan	Reis	was	appointed	as	
Secretary/Treasurer.	
-	The	time	for	the	Council	meetings	has	been	changed	from	7:00	p.m.	
to	6:30	p.m.	
-	March	1	is	Ash	Wednesday,	the	beginning	of	Lent.		Lenten	meals	
will	be	provided	beginning	March	8th.		The	Council	serve	that	meal.		
The	other	dates	that	are	available	are	March	15,	22,	29	and	April	5.		If	
your	group	would	like	to	serve	one	of	these	dates,	please	contact	Jan	
in	the	Church	Office.	
-	New	members	will	be	received	on	January	22nd.	
-	Pastor	Barbara	will	be	out	of	the	office	January	24th+–26th	with	a	
First	Call	Theological	Retreat	which	is	required	by	Synod.	
-	As	of	January	7,	2017,	40	cards	were	received,	$112,423	was	
pledged	to	the	General	Fund,	$5400	pledged	to	Funding	for	the	
Future	and	2	NO	pledges.		This	compares	with	the	same	time	last	
year	where	we	had	received	48	cards,	$105,	674	was	pledged	to	the	
General	Fund,	$5940	pledged	to	Funding	for	the	Future	and	2	NO	
pledges.25	Time	and	Talent	Sheets	were	received.	
-	One	bid	was	received	regarding	the	Security	System.		The	Council	
will	be	seeking	other	bids.	
-	$50	will	be	donated	to	the	DC	West	Post	Prom	Party.	

DECEMBER	MONTHLY	FINANCIAL	REPORT	
December	Budget	=	$20,981	
December	Expenses	=	$14,397	
December	Giving	=	$36,200	

	
YEAR	TO	DATE	FINANCIAL	REPORT	
January	–	December	Budget	=	$251,770	
January	–	December	Expenses	=	$199,262	
January	–	December	Giving	=	$205,678	

	
End	of	year	2015	Balance	in	Savings	=	$50,084	

End	of	December	2016	Balance	in	Savings	=	$50,124	
End	of	December	Balance	in	Checking	=	$72,837				

	
	

A	PRAYER	FOR	ST	MARK'S	COUNCIL	
Gracious	God,	help	the	council	see	with	increasing	clarity	the	

gifts	you	have	given	our	congregation	for	serving	you	by	serving	
others.		Amen.	

 



 

FEBRUARY NEWS FOR WOMEN OF ST. MARK’S 
 

 

FAITH CIRCLE NEWS 
The next meeting of Faith Circle will be on Tuesday, February 
7th at 1:00 p.m.  Come join the study and fellowship. 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE NEWS 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, Feb. 6th at 6:30.   

 

We will continue our Bible Study “Contagious Joy” in 
Feb (Chapter 2) with Joyce Olsen as study leader 
and Sharon Wilson serving as hostess. 
 

Charitable Giving was discussed at our Jan. meeting 
as well as ways to raise funds for future giving and Outreach 
Projects. 
Please join us at our meeting. 
 

JOY CIRCLE NEWS 
  

Joy Circle meets on Sunday, February 5, at 9:15 a.m., 
please join us in the Sunday school office. 

 

 
 

Happy Valentine's Day! 
 

PEACE CIRCLE NEWS 
Peace Circle will meet on February 14th at 7pm.  
 
 

	
	
	
	



 

The COPE pantry is currently running low on the following 
items: 
 

Pancake Mix & Pancake Syrup 
Ketchup 
Ranch Dressing 
Jelly or Jam 
Paper Towels 
Toilet Paper 
Kleenex 
Laundry Detergent 
 

**Special note...COPE is helping approx. 40 families per week 
with grocery items.  Thank you for your support of this 
outreach program.  It is so appreciated by those in need.             
      PEACE CIRCLE 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 
*  On Sunday, February 12th, 

“Working with Hands & 
Hearts” will be presented by 
the St. Mark-e-teers.  Don’t 
miss them! 

 

  

	
 

 
 
 
 
 



R.E.N.E.W. 
 

Refueling- Energy- Needed- Every-Wednesday! 
 

MEAL MENUS FOR FEBRUARY 
February 1 Lasagna; Salad; Garlic bread; Dessert 
 

The rest of the meals are not planned at this time.... check the Sunday 
bulletins and also the website for the rest of February’s meals. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Ø  New business and donation hours effective January 2, 
2017.  COPE will be open Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and Tuesday and 
Thursday from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.    
Ø  Effective January 2, 2017, COPE will provide food 
pantries to clients every 60 days, a change from every 90 
days.  An increase in donations for the Douglas Food 
Pantry aka COPE Pantry helps keep food on the tables of 
COPE's clients.   
Ø  Cooking Matters classes at DC West February 13, 
focusing on soups and baking recipes.  COPE expects to 
use cooking supplies from Saving Grace to minimize cost.  
All current or potential clients of COPE are eligible to 
participate and may call 402-616-2330 to register.   
Ø  Family Fare Direct Your Dollars totaled $831 for 2016 
and $202 for 2017.  Please deposit receipts in the container 
located at the Welcome Center.   
Ø  Annual COPE Golf Classic, scheduled at Pacific Springs 
on Friday, May 5.   
Ø  Linda Hert is retiring as the coordinator of the food pantry 
at Peace Presbyterian Church.  We are searching for a new 
coordinator; contact Jo Ryan at Peace, 402-289-1104, for 
job description.  	



 
 

NEW	SOLDIER	GROUP	
	

AME	1	Michael	A.	Porter	
Attn:	Any	Sailor	
CVW-8	Unit	200153 	
FPO		AE		09501-0153	
U.	S.	NAVY	
Location:	On	Ship	
Unit	from:	Virginia	
Representing:	14	males		1	female	
	

I	am	the	Leading	Petty	Officer	for	a	great	group	of	sailors.	We	
just	started	our	deployment	and	have	a	long	way	to	go.		Some	
of	my	sailors	are	single	and	on	their	first	deployment.		It	would	
be	great	for	them	to	realize	that	there	are	people	that	still	
support	our	military.		We	have	no	way	to	cook	anything	but	
would	love	snacks.			
	

Requesting:	Snack	cakes/	chips	(in	cans)	/	candy/	cookies/	
nuts/	fruit	snacks/	crackers	(pb	or	cheese)	/	newer	
magazines/	movie	(dvd)/	candy/	card	games/	other	games	
(small	boxes)/	***ALL INDIVIDUAL	ON	THE	SNACKS***			
Letters	are	always	a	bonus	for	them.		
	

We	will	Pack	&	Pray	on	Sunday,	Feb.	19th	@	9:20am.		Postage	
and	Prayers	are	always	needed.	
 

**Jan.	report:		9	boxes	sent	to	Turkey**	
	

St.	Mark’s	new	website	is	up	and	
running.		Check	it	out	at	
www.stmarksvalleyne.com.		You	can	
find	out	the	Wednesday	night	menus,	
read	the	newsletters,	check	out	the	
calendar	and	sermons	are	posted	on	
the	website.	There	are	many	more	
things	for	you	to	explore. Teri 
Dreessen is caring for the website.  To 
contact her go to 
tdreessen59@gmail.com.  

 




